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Willow Finds a Way

Written by Lana Button; illustrated by Tania Howells
Kids Can Press, 2013
32 p.; $18.95 (hardcover)
ISBN: 978-1-55453-842-3
Reviewed by Christine Smith
Ages 3-7

Standing up to bullies can be hard, especially when you want to 
be invited to their birthday party! That is exactly the challenge 
that Willow faces when she, and the rest of her class, get invited 
to Kristabelle’s birthday bash. The only catch is they have to do 
exactly as Kristabelle says or “You are not my friend anymore 
and you can’t come to my birthday party!” Willow tries hard to 
stand up to Kristabelle as her friends get uninvited from the birthday list for not following Kristabelle’s 
rules, but she cannot seem to find the words. Will she find a way to tell Kristabelle that she is not 
being fair? A simple story accompanied with line drawn illustrations, this book is sure to connect with 
young readers. □

The Man with the Violin

Written by Kathy Stinson; illustrated by Dušan Petricic
Annick Press, 2013
36 p.; $19.95 (hardcover)
ISBN: 978-1-55451-565-3
Reviewed by Éthel Gamache
Ages 5-8

Do we take the time to appreciate life little wonders?
An experiment was undertaken where the renowned 
American violinist Joshua Bell played his Stradivarius
for more than 40 minutes in a Washington metro station. 
Of the thousands of commuters, few stopped to enjoy 
the performance. More children wanted to stop, but were
ushered on by their guardian. In The Man with the Violin, 
we follow Dylan who notices his surroundings. We see 
how the music enchants him, the magical effects of discovering a taste for music. 

The story is well written and develops softly. The illustrations are rich: the play with colours embodies 
the music, the use of simple dark scribbles, recalling grawlix, represents perfectly the sounds of a 
commute. Both the lyrics and graphics have a moving poetic quality. 

This book allows children and adults alike to appreciate little day-to-day wonders, to find solace 
in a rushed world, and to discover the joys of music. To read with some ‘Joshua Bell’ on in the 
background! □
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